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SIR, 

SHOULD mot have offer'd to addreſs 

the follows Sermon 10 Ton, on the 
= Common Motive #0 a Dedication; to 
N Char atler, or to achnowledye to 
the World the Many and Great Obligations 
I have to Nu. F could not hope 10 ſpread 
Tony Char atler Farther, or raiſe it Higher, 
than it u: indeed my Obligations to Ton are 
Mere and Greater, than are known to the 
World, and to declare them, i what on ny 
Part ſhould readily be done, but I have been 
too highly Oblg d. to do that, which, I know, 
would be Unacceptable to You. 
WHY x But 


But I could preſume, You would not re- 
fuſe Your Patronage to 105 852 Fu * 
Sermon, or all 770. as 
hority, which # the ene at can 
be, to what I have ſaid of that Excellent 
| Perſon. Du, that know much more of Him, 
may perhaps be inclin d to think, I have been 
fo' Sparimg in Hi Commendation, as to need 
1 Voucher, for what” have ſaid. 

Don Kr, brew, better than any Man, the 
Goodneſs and Greatneſs of His Mind. You 
had the chief hand in Forming it, having 
the Direſli of Him, at that Are, when 
He took bis Bent, 1 He happily happily kept 
ever after : Pu were long Abroad with 
Him, and ſhewd Him the World, and ſaw 
FP Ae, yer 
_— ought Him home, 

through yl Tears, Which might kt — 4 
the Criſis of He Life. Oe or be Return 
Vu did ut Leave Him, but continued the - 
mit Intimate Friend He had to big Death: 
Vu never left Him, wu Tau bud Jeen Hin 
Safe to Heaven. | 6 


HN 2 


have 4 a on . Remarkable 
Gaadue / 4 the three Gentlemen, 2ho h 
the"; 6.of Travelling avith Tow," and 
Should have thought My Life well ftow, i- 
1 had done that Good in it, as 70 be ſo much. 
an Occaſiam r All the Good, They did in 
the World: there may be no end of the On- 
ſequence of Their Great Examples. We hive 
ſeen the Lord Digby. ſucceeded by Two 
Brothers, as in bs p Ranges Eflaze; ſo 
his Emiment Virtue and Piety: and ue 
have ſeen Them Equal to Him in the Stweet- 


neſs. of his Temper, in which ue can neuer 


hope to fee Any. Man Excel Him. 
It was Obſervd of aur Papils, at Their 
Return 750 Ab Travels, They came home 


not only with the ſame Good Principles, but 
with the ſame Good Humour: All of one 
Difpofition: of Yours : . which I mate men- 
tion of, to ſhew the Confideration, that ought 
to be had in the choice of a Governour to our 
Young Nobility amd Gentry ; to chooſe One of 
2 of Temper, They would wh the Pupil to 


| 2 Robent Lord Digby, Mr. Fax, and Mr. Peirce 


Kr, as I bave had the bonawr 10 be a 
Member of the Body, in which You Preſide, 
which has had more than a n [bare in 


the _— has of late threetned or 
Eftab and which, I may juſtly Jay, 


owes no leſs than it's Preſervation, $0 Tour 
great Prudence and Vigilance ; aud as Our 


Jo Great a Friend in any Dean fence it's fart 
Foundation, I am bound os thaſe Great and 


Publick Omfidaratiant, more than my Pri- 


vate Obligations, to Pray for a Loug Cotit- 


nuance of Nur Life. For which, Iam ſure, 


Tou have the joeut Prayers of All 1 
nn. l 


Reverend Sir, 
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Church, I mean the Fabrick, never had 
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f 1 Cor: XV. 59. 


| 0 Death, ke is thy" Sting? 0 Gra, 
where i ir thy Vitor? | 


1 
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H E Defign of this Chapter is to Eſtabliſh | 
the Doarins of the Reſurrection, which - 
ſome of the Corinthians had begun to 
queſtion, and obje& to, becauſe they could not 
folye the Difficulties, they conceivd in it; and 
it's probable, they were furniſhd with 9 
againſt it, from the Philoſophers of Athens, Who 
were the great Maſters of Human Learning, but... 
knew not the Power. of God; and might be the 
leſs diſpos d to hearken to ſuch a Diſcovery, for 
its being ſo much above All the Learning, they 
were Maſters of. Yet they were the Epicureans 
only, who moc d, when they heard of the Re- 
ſurrection of the Dead: They, who could believe 
the Frame of this World, which has laſted thou - 
ſands of Years, in the Beauty and Order, we now 
ſee it, to be the Effect of Chance only, or a meer 
caſual jumbleof Atoms. And thus it is with Al 
Atheiſts and Unbelievers; 70 be Such, they muſt 
believe Things much Harder to, be beliey'd, d, than 


any of the My ſteries of our LOTT Faith. 


= 
1 


Now 


1 eA Sermon Preach d at the Funeral 
Now the Apoſtle, to ſettle the Corinthians in 
the Belief of the Reſurrection, begins this Chapter 
with the moſt Undeniable Teſtimony of Chr:/7's 
being riſen from the Dead, and then anſwers all 
the Cavzls againſt the Poſ&bilizy of Our Reſurre- 
Gon, by one of the moſt Common In/lances in 
Nature: that of Corn's Growing from the Seed, 
we ſow, which undergoes ſuch a Corruption and 
Change to produce That, which ariſes from it. 
Thr, we are ſure, is true, becauſe we Live by the 
Experiment : our Life, we know, is ſuftaind by 
the Corn, that grows in this Way; and yet we 
have as many Difficulties to comprehend, in the 
e Manner of This, the commoneſt Thing in Na- 
ture, as That of the Reſurrection of our Bodies: 
nay, I might ſay More: it might be more diffi 
cult to comprehend, how One Grain, by ſuch a 
Corruption and Change, ſhould produce ar Hun- 
dred, than how One Bod after the like Cor- 
Puig —_ be 1 A : only 
'd and Ren d en, the argues 
from the rl Qualities of Cel hal and Ter- 

reſtrial Bodies, that a Grid Body in Heaven 
may differ in Qalities from a Man's Earihly 
Body. Nay, ſaies he, it muſt of Neceſſity be fo, 
foraſmuch as Feb and Bhod (i. e.) our Body, 
fuch as it is in it's Preſent State, cannot inherit 
the Kingdom of God; and therefore theſe Earthly, 
Weak, and Corruptible Bodies of ours, before 
they come to Heaven, muſt be firſt Chang d, 
5 Co os 
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Puriiyd, and Immortaliz d; and Ther, when 

his Corruptible ſo ſhall have put on Incorruption, 
— this Mortal ſball have 27 on Immortality, 
fall be brought to paſs t , which ts 
written: Death is alu up in Victory; 
upon which follow the Words of the Text, wherin 
the Apoſtle dos, with the greateſt Exultation, 
Triumph over Death, as an Enemy, conquerd, 
and difarmd. And the more Terrible an Ene- 
my appears, before he is ſubdued, fo much the 
greater always the Triumph, when he is Con- 
quer d. And, before the Reſurrection to Eter- 
nal Life was made known, as Death could not 
be Thought on, but as the Dreadful Enemy of 
Human Nature, an Univer/al Tyrant, the 


of whom, (as the le ſaies in another Place) 
kept Men, all their Life time, ſulject᷑ to Bondage : 
ſo here, in Con of the Reſurrection, 


he expreſſes our Deliverance from that Terror 
in this Manner: not without ſach a Queſtion, as 
fo Cruel an Enemy might expect to be upbraided 
with, when we had got the better of him, and 
difarm'd him. O Death, where is thy Sizg? O 

Grave, where is thy Victory 4 
And, now I have ſhewn [the Occaſion of the 
Apoſtles arguing, as he dos in this Chapter, and 
brought down the Argument to the Words of the 
Text, I ſhall from thence take Occaſion to ſhew, 
how latle Reaſon a Chriſtian, I mean a good 
Chriftian, has to fear Death: tho ons Victory 
A 2 over 
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over Death be not compleated before our Re- 
ſurre&ion, yet, when we contemplate That, our 
Faith may at preſent be ſufficient to overcome 
the Fear of it. hein de 
But, to make my Diſcourſe the clearer, it 
may be here fit to premiſe the Diſtinction, that 
is neceſſary to be made, between that Fear of 
Death, which is Natural, and that, which is Ra- 
Zonal, The Natural Fear of Death is nothing 
more, than the immediate neceſſary Effect of the 
Natural Love of Life, which is never to be ex- 
tinguiſh'd; This Fear may be more or leſs in 
Men according to their natural Temper; but it 
may be in All Men ſo reſtrain d by Reaſon and 
Faith, as not to be ſuffer'd to grow Immoderate. 
The Rational Fear of Death is, what ariſes from 
a Con/ideration of the Happineſs, Death may de- 
prive us of, and the M:/ery, it may involve us 
in; and This may be Greater or Leſs aecording 
to our particular Circumſtances in this Preſent 
Life, and our Belief of Another, and our Hopes 
and Fears with Reſpect to that Other Life to come. 
And This Fear of Death it may be poſſible wholly 
to Remove, by the Help of our Chriſtian Faith, 
and then the Natural Averſion to Death, which 
may remain, will not be able to keep us in any 
Slaviſb Fear of it. Nein 
And, where the Chriſtian Faith is able oral | 
Jo Remove the Fear of our Oum Death, we may | 
- reaſonably think, it ſhould do as much = our 


EW W—_WY XX IJ © &” 


_—_ — 


— 


. . Of Charles Fox E I 


Sorrow on the Death of our Friends : where it 
can only Moderate that Fear, the Fear of our 


Own Death, it ſhould Moderate our Concern 
upon the Death of Others; which Confiderations 
will be interwoven, one with the other, in the 
following Diſcourſe. 

The Sting of Death is Sin, ſaies the A ite, 
in the Words immediately following the Fear 
which, its plain, is ſpoken with Relation to the 
Rational Fear of Death. Sin indeed is the Sting 
of Life too, not only, as all our Trouble and 
Vexation ariſes from our Inordinate Affections, 


which are Sinful; but likewiſe, as that ſad Confi- 


deration of the Eyerlaſting Conſequences of Sin 
will break in upon all Parts of our Life; but the 


Sinner feels the Pain and Smart of it much more 


at his Death, when he has no Way left to ſhift 
off the Thoughts of his Sinful State: when he 
can be no longer diverted with the Amuſements 
of the World, and All his Friends can no lon- 
ger adminiſter any Comfort to him, but he ſees 
Death, as an Ofzcer, ſent to take him from them, 
to bring him before the Great Juage of Heaven 
and Earth, and he knows, he carries a #neſs 
along with him, which has enough againſt him 
to Condemn him at that Dreadful Tribunal, where 
Sentence paſſes both upon Soul and Body, and 
there is No Eud of the Puniſhment, the Wicked 
ſhall be condemn'd to; the Sting of Death lies 
in theſe Dreadful Apprehenfions and in appre- 
hending 


6 eA Sermon Preachd at the Funeral 
hending withal, that the Miſery of the Damn d 
2 be Greater, when it comes to be fe}, than 

ebenſions of it can be before hand. The 
dread? Amazement, Confufion, and Agonies 
of ſuch a Miſerable Soul, at the Moment, he's 
leaving the World, ſure are not to be expreſs d, 
nor to be conceiy'd by Any one, till he finds him- 
* at that Moment, in ſuch a Miſerable Con- 

tion. 

But the Death of the Righteors is altogether as 
full of Comfort; which Way ſoever He turns his 
Thoughts, he meets his Conſolations, which he 
finds much greater Tben, than ever they were 
Before: if he reflects on his Life Paſt, he's more 
pleas d with it now upon a Rewew, than ever 
he was in the midft of it; if he conſiders his Pre- 
ſent State, as he is leaving the World, there's 
nothing in it, no not his awn Body, but, he can 
leave without Regret; and, when he looks For- 
ward to the Immenſe Happineſs of his Future 
State, when he finds Himſelf Entring upon it, 
all his Thoughts of This World, even of his Dear- 
eſt Friends, and Relations are Swallowed up in his 
Hape of going to God, to live in His Preſence 
for ever: and then it is, he feels his Love of Gad 
raisd ta the moſt elevated Senſe of the Com- 
mandment, ta lu, the Lord bis Gd with AY 
12 with All his Saul, aud with Al bis 

Tho Natural Circumliances of Death may ap- 
pear 
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pear dark and gloomy to Us, even at the Death 
of the Righteous, as well as the Sinner; butDeath 
muſt appear to Them with two very different 
Faces; it's Appearance to Them muſt be as dif 
ferent, as was the Appearance of the Pillar of 
the Cloud, which ſtood between the tian 
and the People of Irael : it was a Cloud and 
Darkneſs to Them, but it gave Light by Night 
to Theſe. The Angel of God ſhall go before the 
Righteous to give them Light in the Paſſage of 
Death, conducting them to the Heavenly Ca. 
aan. But at the Death of the Wicked, if God 
looks through the Cloud of Darkneſs on them, 
the Sight of Him troubles them, and becomes a 
Terror to them. | 
Happy then are we, if, when we ſurvive our 
Friends, we govern our Affections by Faith, and 
not by Sigbt; otherwiſe the natural Circum- 
ſtances. of their Death muſt ſtrangely affect us, 
if we ſee them in the Agony of Death, or be- 
hold the Dead Body, or follow it to the Grave, 
and at their Funeral commit the Remains of 
their Mortal State to the Earth, there to moulder 
into Duft : the Thoughts of which are apt to 
work unreaſonably upon our Imagination: But 
I would only ask this Queftton, can we think, 
that any Righteous Soul in it's ſeparate State is 
ſo concern d for its own Body being ſo depoſited, 
as it is, till the Time of its Refurreftion? 
And this is a Caſe, which will ſtill be _ 
x W 


b—— 
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what ſhocking to us, as long as we live in the 
Body our ſelves, and ſhall loſe our Neareſt and 
Deareſt Relations: Loſe them did I ſay? pardon 


the Expreſſion for their going a little before, 
whither every one of Us in his 020% Order ſhall 


follow. And I take it to be one of the Greateſt 


Trials of our Faith, when a Tender and Me- 
(Honate Parent lives to ſee the Death of a Son: 
of a Beloved Son: indeed to put the Caſe in the 
Higheſt Inſtance, it muſt be the Death of an On. 
Son, which I take to be the Greateſt Trial of 
our Patience and Submiſſion to the Will of God; 
eſpecially becauſe God choſe to make it his Laſt 
and Greateſt Trial of Mrabams Faith and Obe- 
dience; and upon the Obedience, He-yielded to 
the Will of God in That Inſtance, God made 
that ſolemn Declaration of his being ſo fully ſa- 
tisfied in it. Now 1 know, that thou feareſt God, 
ſeeing thou' haſt not withheld thy Son; thine 
Only Son, from me. 

| 1 as That Inſtance cart but lead to the 
Confideration of This before us, we can't but ob- 
ſerve the Like Goodneſs of God in Both, where 
the Circumſtances are not Unlike. - When God 
requird of Araham Such a Re/qgnation to his 
Will, it was not without the Encouragement of 
a Promiſe, to raiſe him up a; Poſterity, which 
in the ordinary. Courſe of Nature he could not 


entertain any Hopes of; and the ſame Gracious 


God, who knew hisiown Time, wherein He pur- 
+ 1 W * d 
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1 Canvaſs, that was then made againſt 


him with any One Act of his Life, that could 
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Fs wi to give him up to that 


ar ſo Extraordinary was his Temper, ſo 
Meek and Gentle, that neither This nor any 
Other Occafion, as I could ever hear, was able 
to Alter it ſo much, as to draw one warm Ex- 
preſſion from him. And for Any Man, who 


_ Approy'd his Principles (and, we truſt, God ap- 


proy'd em) I believe, it would be hard to charge 


give Offence. If ever He gave Offence, it was 
his misfortune to do it by doing Good. 

Sure there were Few, who underſtood the 
True Intereſt of our Church and State, but had 
a juſt Senſe of his Great and Faithful Service 
to Both. The * Bi/bop of the Diceſs, he liv d in, 
and an Ancient Prey Councellor withal, That 
great Judge of the Intereſt of Both; He, who 
knew Him well, He very well knew his Worth: 
He Efteem'd him, and Loyd him, and always 
Treated him with the greateſt Regard and Kind- 
neſs, and was us d to call him bs Conſtant Friend. 
And as a Tender Spiritual Father He wrote to 
him in his Ilineſs at the Bath, with great kind- 
neſs, to adminiſter the La Comfort, he could 
to him, when He, that Good Biſbop himſelf, was 
near, the nearer of the To, to his End. Tho 
theres but little Difference in the time of their 


* The late Biſhop of Londen. 
Death; 
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Death; One ſoon follow d the Other to Heaven. 
They were Lovely and Pheaſant in their Les, 
and in their Death, They were not long Di. 
vided. | 5 
Now, as what hath been ſpoken to the Ho- 
nour of the Deceas'd is principally defignd for 
the general good Uſe of ſo Great an Example, 
J can't, but cloſe, what I have ſaid, with Re- 
marking expreſsly, that we may learn from this 
Excellent Example to leſſen the Dyfeculty of 
Leaving any wordly Poſſeſſions at our Death, 
by leſſening our ection to them, and being 
ready to Quit em, if need be, in our Life time. 
Few indeed can hope to have it in their Power, 
to forſake So Much, as He did, for Chr:/?'s Sate: 
but there are few of Us, but may find Oppor- 
tunities to give Teſtimonies, in Proportion to 
our Condition, of our Readineſs to part with, 
what we poſſeſs, when we can Promote the Ho- 
nour of God by doing ſo; at leaſt, it will come 
often in bur Way to do it upon Occaſions of our 
Charity. | Ha | 75 
' Four thonſand Pounds a year was ſo great a 
Temptation, tho it had ſo little Power with 
Him, that it can't, but bring to our Mind he 
Camel and the Eye of the Needle : how hard it 
is for Them, who Truñ in Riches, to enter into 
the Kingdom of God Yet we have enough to 
induce us to believe, that This Excellent Perſon, 


had He been in the Young Mans Place in the 
4 | . Goſpel, 


charles Fox Eq, © 19 
Goſpel, would not have refus d to Comply with 
the Command of our Saviour, that gave Occa- 
ſion to That Saying. | 
For any Rich Man to enter into the Kingdom 
of Heaven, muſt no doubt be Difficult in Pro- 
portion to the Number of Talents, he hath to 
Account for, and thoſe great Temptations, he 
hath to Overcome. But He, who hath fought 
a good fight and hath Overcome, we may juſtly 
believe, will have his. Reward made Great, ac- 
cording to the Difficulties, he had to Encounter. 
And Such a one, when he is going out of the 
World, may look on his Eſtate with more Sa- 
tisfaction, than ever he had Before in it; and 
find Reaſon to thank Cod for it Then efpecialy, 
when he is leaving it. Ap 
But how eaſy ſoever the parting with our 
| Eſtates may become to us; it may be thought, 
the parting with the Body can never be made 
eaſy, by reaſon of our Natural Aver ſion to it; 
but what is Difficult to Nature, may be made 
Eaſier by Grace. And tho the Diſſolution of 
Soul and Body be ſo much againſt Nature, yet 
That may be ſo much Superſeded by Faith, that 
a Saint, we know, may deſire to depart, and 
to be with Criſt. And he may look not only 
on the Earth, but on his Earthly Body, as an 
Inn only, for his Soul to Lodge in, in his Paſ- 
ſage through this Tranfitory Life. A Man may 
go further, and look on his Body not Gn 
| C 2 is 
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20 A Sermon Preach'd at the Funeral 
his Inn, where he Lodges, but as a Priſon, 
wherein he is Confird. The Faculties of the 
Soul, no Queſtion, are Confind by it's Union 
with the Body. And as in a Priſon or Dungeon, 
the Priſoner has but little Light let into him, 
through his Crate, and neither ſees, nor hears, 
nor conyerſes, but through his Grate, ſo do's the 
Soul receive its Knowledge here in the Body 
through the Senſes, and has no more Light let 
in upon it, than, what comes through Them. 
And he may conſider his Diſſolution, as ſuch an 
Enlargement to his Soul, as in that caſe to uſe 
the Prayer of the Holy David, Lord bring my 
Soul out of Priſon, that I may praiſe thy Name. 
And we cannot doubt, but He, who has ſerv'd 
God faithfully in his Lie, who in his Lyfe time 
placd his Truſt and Confidence in God's Pro- 
miſes, will at his Death find his Hope rewarded 
with a greater Degree of the /ame Bleſſed Hope: 
for the good uſe, he hath made of his Talents 
before, he ſhall then have More added to them, 
and be Further enrich d with thoſe Graces, which 
he ſhall need no at the Hour of Death. And 
Hie, who ſtiles himſelf the God of Hope, and ne- 
ver leaves his Servants deſtitute of Divine Con- 
ſolations to ſupport them in the Difficult Paſ- 
ſages of Life, will at the hour of Death, HF 
them with Joy and Peace in Believing. He will 
not then let their Heart be troubled, neither let 
it be afraid. The P/almiſ truſts in God, - 
0 2 : 0 h e 
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He will not leave his Soul deſtitute; and in an- 
other Place ſaies, hen my Father and my Mo- 
ther forſake me; then will the Lord take me up. 
A Holy Soul will not be left Deſtitute even in 
Death. We may leave Father and Mother, with 
All our Friends and Relations, and our own 
Body, and not be Deſtitute, if God be with us, 
and do's then, as we truſt he will, Exhibit his 
Preſence, in an Extraordinary manner to us. 

As we draw near to the End of This Life, the 
Nearer will be our Proſpect of the Glories of the 
Next; and, though they may not be Fully open'd 
to our View before the Soul Departs; yet cer- 
tainly, when we apprehend our ſelves ſo very 
near that Bleſſed State, and juſt Entring it, it 
muſt needs give our mind a Higher and Warmer 
Senſe of it, than it: had before at a Greater Di- 
ſtance. At the time the Sun is neareſt us, tho 
there be a Cloud between, and we don't ſee it, 
yet we Feel the Warmth and Influence of it 
much more, than, when tis further from us. 

Where then is the ing of Death, if it be the 
Death of the Righteous? if we are ſo Happy, as 
to dye That Death, Other Circumſtances of our 
Death fignify little, as, whether we dye of One 
Diſeaſe, or Another, or by an Accident without 
any Diſeaſe, at all; whether we dye Rich, or 
Poor; whether we dye Toung, or Old; at This 
time, or any Other; if, whenever we dye, we 
dye well; and the only certain way to do That, 
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22 Sermon Preach'd at the Funeral 
is to Live well; and Happy is he in his Lyfe, 
and Happy in his Death, who makes it the Buſi- 
neſs of the One, to prepare for the Other. 5 

And I beg leave for a few Words more to ſtir 
You up to it by this Great Example of an Early 
Diet: if I ſhould go back to his Entrance into 
the Church of Chriſt, and acquaint Lou, that he 
had the Honour to have tbe King, Charles II. 
| ſtand Godfather to him in Perſon, who ever at- 
ter took the moſt kind Notice of him, ever call- 
ing him Godſon, and ſhewing great Favour at all 
Times to him, it is only to ſhew You, how from 
his Cradle he was bred in a Court, and yet all- 
ways liv'd with the greateſt Indifference to the 
Pleaſures of it: by Faith he refus d to enjoy any 
of the Pleaſures of Sin, having Reſped unto the 
— of the Reward, he hath now ob. 
tam d. 

And when in his Youth he was ſent ec Abroad, 
he paſs d through the Countries and the Ae of 
greateſt Temptation, without receiving any Taint 
in his Morals, or his Religion: he choſe the Good, 
and refus'd the Evil: he eſcapd the Dangers, but 
brought home the fcomph/bments of a Travel 
ter, with a very Improvd Knowledge, and as 
Serious a Senſe of Religion; the Gentleman and 
the Chriſtian growing up together. He had no 
{mall Advantage in the Perſon, who had the 
Care of him, than Whom None knew better to 
Form both the Oue and the Other. Though I 
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; Of Charles Fox E: 23 
am perſwaded, none of his great Advantages in 
Education contributed to the Perfection, He at- 
tain'd, ſo much, as the Great Example of Good. 
neſs, which at his Return He had always before 
his Eyes; after which He ſo exactly copy'd. 

I forbear to go farther, but Conclude with 
Exhorting You to give Thanks to God for His 
Good Example to us, and to beg his Grace to 
follow it every One to his Death. 


— " "> 
7 1 

1 ; : . g "FJ b 
' 24 * l 


_ —— — — ear —— wang «%%% P6666 — 


PS A * H 2210 0 


—— — ops Rn LT CL & % ma I; _ 


1:5 91941 ot! 23H tune 


* 


2 


4 417109 nortpaubbi 
<3 11% ot bir 
2A mk 76 tf'5; 15 A 
a7 49934; 
61 


> 'T 7 Y. 1 
4 - 
1 I f 


* 


bus a * vl 


ett 
J.. 


- 


4 * —— 40. 


